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Week 2

Nonfiction Call Numbers

Nonfiction books have their own section of the library. They are about all different

subjects, such as energy, outer space, people, and machines. Folkfales, fairy fales,
and poetry are all considered nonfiction.

Like a fiction book, a nonfiction book also has an “address” on ifs spine that helps
you find it on the bookshelf. It is easy to tell the difference between a fiction and a
nonfiction book because the nonfiction book has numbers as well as letters (fiction
books just have letters). These numbers and letters make up its call number. The
numbers on the spine of a nonfiction book are part of the Dewey Decimal
Classification® system. This is a system of organizing books according to the subjects
they are about. It begins with 000 and ends with 934. You will learn more about this
system later in the book.

The book titled The Book of

Sculptures by Ann Platt has a The Complete Book of
call number of; 730 Spanish Words by Michael
Pl Coad has a call number of:
L7
Section of the library
Section of the library
Ann Plaft
Michael Coad
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Week 2

How Nonfiction Books Are Arranged

Since nonfiction books have both lefters and numbers as part of the-call numbers,
they are arranged a liffle differently than fiction books. They are first arranged on
bookshelves according to their three-digit numbers. They are arranged starting with

the lowest call number (000) up to the highest call number (999). Look at the
bookshelf below. These nonfiction books are in order.

Sometimes more than one book can have the same three-digit number in its call
number. When this happens, the books are arranged alphabetically by the author’s
last name. Look at the bookshelf below. These nonfiction books are in order, also.

Rearrange the following nonfiction call numbers so that they are in order.
Write 1-8 under the call numbers.

785 qql 23| 231 129 555 qql 382
Po Ma Ba Du Ru St Al Ri
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