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2200 CURRICULUM CONTENT (M)

The Board of Education will provide the instruction and services mandated by law
and rules as necessary for the implementation of a thorough and efficient system
of free public education and such other instruction and services as the Board
deems appropriate for the thorough and efficient education of the students of this
district. The Board shall annually approve a list of all programs and courses that
comprise the district's curriculum and shall approve any subsequent changes in
the curriculum in accordance with Policy 2220.

For purposes of this policy “curriculum” means planned learning opportunities
designed to assist students toward the achievement of the intended outcomes of
instruction.

The curriculum will be reviewed by the Superintendent and approved annually by
the Board. In accordance with law, the curriculum shall, as a minimum, include
the curricular mandates of N.J.S.A. 18A - Education and N.J.A.C. 6 and 6A -
Education and all of the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards and
Cumulative Progress Indicators and the courses required by Policy 5460 and
N.J.A.C.6A:8-5 for high school graduation.

The Superintendent is responsible for implementing the curriculum approved by
the Board.

The Board directs the curriculum be consistent with the educational goals and
objectives of this district, the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards and
responsive to identified student needs. The Superintendent shall, in consultation
with teaching staff members, assure the effective articulation of curriculum across
all grade levels and among the schools of this district.

The curriculum shall provide programs in accordance with Board policies and the
New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, including but not limited to:

1. Preparation of all students for employment or post secondary study
upon graduation from high school;

2. Instruction in workplace readiness skills, visual and performing
arts, comprehensive health and physical education, language arts
literacy, mathematics, science, social studies (including instruction
on the Constitution of the United States, United States history,
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Community Civics, and the geography, history and civics of New
Jersey), and World Languages;

3. Continuous access to sufficient programs and services of a
library/media facility, classroom collection, or both, to support the
educational program of all students in accordance with Policy
2530

4. Guidance and counseling to assist in career and academic planning
for all students, in accordance with Policy 2411;

5. A continuum of educational programs and services for all children
with disabilities, in accordance with Policy and Regulation 2460;

6. Bilingual education, English as a Second Language, and English
language services for students of limited English language
proficiency, when the number of such students so necessitates, in
accordance with Policy 2423;

7. Programs and services for students at risk who require remedial
assistance in accordance with Policies 2414, 2415, and 5460;

8. Equal educational opportunity for all students in accordance with
Policies 2260, 5750, and 5755;

9. Carcer awareness and exploration as required, and vocational
education as appropriate;

10.  Educational opportunities for students with exceptional abilities, in
accordance with Policy 2464;

11.  Instruction in accident and fire prevention;

12. A substance abuse prevention program;

13. A program for family life education; and

14.  Programs that encourage the active involvement of representatives
from the community, business, industry, labor and higher

education in the development of educational programs aligned with
the standards.
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15.  History of Disabled and LGBT Persons (N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35 and 4.36)
requires instruction on the political, economic, and social contributions of
persons with disabilities and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people
for middle and high school students.

16.  Financial Literacy (N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.34) requires instruction with basic
financial literacy necessary for sound financial decision-making in each of
the grades six through eight.

N.J.S.A. 18A:6-2; 18A:6-3; 18A:35-1 et seq.
N.JA.C. 6A:8-1.1 et seq.; 6A:14 et seq.
New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards

Adopted: November 21, 2005
Revised: November 21, 2016
Revised:
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2270 RELIGION IN THE SCHOOLS

The Board of Education recognizes that religious belief and disbelief are matters of
personal conviction rather than governmental authority and the students of this district are
protected by the First Amendment of the United States Constitution and by Article I,
Paragraph 4 of the New Jersey State Constitution from the establishment of religion in
the schools. The First Amendment requires public school officials to show neither
favoritism toward nor hostility against religious expression such as prayer.

The United States Department of Education’s Guidance on Constitutionally Protected
Prayer and Religious Expression in Public Elementary and Secondary Schools (USDOE
Guidance) provides information on the current state of the law concerning religious
expression in public schools.

The following activities as outlined in the USDOE Guidance will be permitted upon
applying the governing constitutional principles in particular contexts related to: prayer
during non-instructional time; organized prayer groups and activities; teachers,
administrators, and other school employees® activities; moments of silence;
accommodations for prayer during instructional time; prayer in classroom assignments;
student assemblies and noncurricular events; prayer at graduation; and/or baccalaureate
ceremonies.

The following activities as outlined in the USDOE Guidance will be permitted upon
applying the governing constitutional principles in particular contexts related to religious
expression: religious literature; teaching about religion; student dress codes and policies;
and/or religious excusals.

The Equal Access Act, 20 U.S.C. Section 4071, is designed to ensure that student
religious activities are afforded the same access to Federally funded public secondary
school facilities as are student secular activities. The United States Department of Justice
has developed guidance for interpreting the Equal Access Act’s requirements outlined in
the USDOE Guidance in the area of general provisions, prayer service and worship
exercises, means of publicized meetings, lunch-time and recess, and leadership of
religious student groups.

Any issues regarding religion in the schools and the provisions of this Policy shall be
referred to the Superintendent of Schools who may consult with the Board Attorney.
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U.S. Const. Amend. 1

The Equal Access Act, 20 U.S.C. Section 4071

U.S. Department of Education - Guidance on Constitutionally Protected
Prayer in Public Elementary and Secondary Schools — January 16, 2020
N.J. Const. (1947) Art. 1, para. 4

N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.6 et seq.; 18A:36-16

Adopted: 21 November 2005
Revised:
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2422 HEALTH EDUCATION AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

The Board of Education requires all students to participate in a comprehensive,
sequential, health and physical education program aligned with the New Jersey Student
Learning Standards (NJSLS) that emphasizes the natural interdisciplinary connection
between wellness and health and physical education. The primary focus of the NJSLS is
the development of knowledge and skills that influence healthy behaviors within the
context of self, family, school, and the local and global community.

The NJSLS incorporate New Jersey statutes related to health and well-being of students
in New Jersey schools. The following statutes incorporated into the NJSLS include, but
are not limited to, the following requirements:

1.

Accident and Fire Prevention (N.J.S.A. 18A:6-2) requires regular courses
of instruction in accident and fire prevention.

Breast Self-Examination (N.J.S.A. 18A:35-5.4) requires offering
instruction on breast self-examination for students in grades seven through
twelve.

Bullying Prevention Programs (N.J.S.A. 18A:37-17) requires the
establishment of bullying prevention programs.

Cancer Awareness (N.J.S.A. 18A:40-33) requires the development of a
school program on cancer awareness by the Commissioner of Education.

Dating Violence Education (N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.23a) requires instruction
regarding dating violence in grades seven through twelve.

Domestic Violence Education (N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.23) allows instruction
on problems related to domestic violence and child abuse.

Gang Violence Prevention (N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.26) requires instruction in
gang violence prevention for elementary school students.

Health, Safety, and Physical Education (N.J.S.A. 18A:35-5) requires that
all students in grades one through twelve participate in at least two and
one-half hours of health, safety, and physical education each school week.
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9, Drugs, Alcohol, Tobacco, Controlled Dangerous Substances, and
Anabolic Steroids (N.J.S.A. 18A:40A-1) requires instructional programs
on drugs, alcohol, anabolic steroids, tobacco, and controlled dangerous
substances and the development of curriculum guidelines for each grade
Kindergarten through twelve.

10.  Lyme Disease Prevention (N.J.S.A. 18A:35-5.1 through 5.3) requires the
development of Lyme Disease curriculum guidelines and training to all
teaching staff members who instruct students with Lyme Disease.

11.  Organ Donation (N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-4.3) requires information relative to
organ donation to be given fo students in grades nine through twelve.

12. Sexual Assault Prevention (N.J.S.A. 18A:35-43) requires the
development of a sexual assault prevention education program by the
Commissioner of Education for utilization by school districts.

13. Stress Abstinence (N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.19 through N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.22),
also known as the “AIDS Prevention Act of 1999,” requires sex education
programs to stress abstinence.

14, Suicide Prevention (N.J.S.A. 18A:6-111 through 113) requires instruction
in suicide prevention in public schools.

15.  Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR)/Automated External Defibrillator
(AED) (N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.28 and 18A:35-4.29) requires public high
schools and charter schools to provide instruction in cardiopulmonary
resuscitation and the use of an automated external defibrillator to each
student prior to graduation.

16. Sexually Explicit Images through Electronic Means (N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.32
and 4.33) requires instruction, once during middle school, on the social,
emotional, and legal consequences of distributing and soliciting sexually
explicit images through electronic means.

17.  Other Statutory or Administrative Codes. The Board will incorporate into
its health and physical education curriculum any other requirements of the
NISLS in Comprehensive Health and Physical Education.
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In accordance with the provisions of NJ.S.A. 18A:35-4.7, any student whose parent
presents to the Principal a signed statement that any part of the instruction in health,
family life education, or sex education is in conflict with his/her conscience or sincerely
held moral or religious beliefs shall be excused from that portion of the course where
such instruction is being given and no penalties as to credit or graduation shall result.

The Board of Education must provide two and one-half hours of health, safety, and
physical education courses in each school week, or proportionately less when holidays
fall within the week. Recess period(s) shall not be used to meet the requirements of
N.J.S. A, 18A:35-5, 7, and 8.

In accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.31, the Board of Education shall provide a daily
recess period of at least twenty minutes for students in grades Kindergarten through five.

A recess period is not required on a school day in which the day is substantially shortened
due to a delayed opening or early dismissal. The recess period shall be outdoors, if
feasible. A student shall not be denied recess for any reason, except as a consequence of
a violation of the school district’s Code of Student Conduct, including a harassment,
intimidation, or bullying (HIB) investigation pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:37-13 et seq.

Students may not be denied recess more than twice per week for a violation of the Code
of Student Conduct or HIB investigation and these students shall be provided restorative
justice activities during the recess period. Restorative justice activities are defined as
activities designed to improve the socioemotional and behavioral responses of students
through the use of more appropriate and less punitive interventions thereby establishing a
more supportive and inclusive school culture. The student’s recess period should be
scheduled in a manner that does not interfere with the implementation of a student’s
Individualized Education Program (IEP). School staff may deny recess for a student on
the advice of a medical professional, school nurse, or the provisions of a student’s IEP
and/or 504 Plan.

A copy of the NJSLS for Comprehensive Health and Physical Education and all related
curriculum/course guides and instructional material shall be available for public
inspection in each school.

N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.31

Adopted: June 20, 2016
Revised: March 18, 2019
Revised: May 18, 2020
Revised:
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2431.3 HEAT PARTICIPATION POLICY FOR STUDENT-ATHLETE SAFETY

The Board of Education adopts this Policy as a measure to protect the safety, health, and
welfare of students participating in school-sponsored athletic programs and extra-
curricular activities. The Board believes practice and pre-season heat participation
guidelines for students will minimize injury and enhance a student’s health, performance,
and well-being.

In accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 18A:11-3.10, a school district which is a
member of any voluntary association, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:11-3, which oversees
activities associated with Statewide interscholastic sports programs shall adopt and
implement the most current “Heat Participation Policy” required by the New Jersey State
Interscholastic Athletic Association (NJSIAA) for conducting practice or games in all
sports during times of high heat or humidity.

The NJSIAA Policy shall address:

I. The scheduling of practice or games during times of various heat and
humidity levels;
2. The ratio of time devoted to workouts to time allotted for rest and hydration

during various heat and humidity levels; and
3. The heat and humidity levels at which practice or games will be canceled.

The guidelines included in the NJSIAA Heat Participation Policy shall provide a default
Policy to those responsible or sharing duties for making decisions concerning the
implementation of modifications or cancellation of practices or games based on the
presence of heat and humidity.

The Board of Education shall purchase a WetBulb Globe Temperature (WBGT) tool to
measure the heat stress in direct sunlight at the practice or game site. Heat stress consists
of temperature, humidity, wind speed, the angle of the sun, and cloud coverage.

The Board of Education shall adopt and implement the provisions of the NJSIAA Heat
Participation Policy concerning the frequency and recording of WBGT measurements.

The provisions and requirements of this Policy and of the NJSIAA current Heat
Participation Policy, which shall be utilized in conjunction with the current NJSIAA Pre-
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Season Heat Acclimatization Policy, shall be carried out by the Athletic Trainer, certified
designee, or individual as appointed by the school staff member designated by the
Superintendent to supervise athletics, which may include a coach or individual
responsible for sharing duties for making decisions concerning the implementation of
modifications or cancellation of practices and games based on WBGT measurements.

A copy of this Policy and NJSIAA’s current Heat Participation Policy and Pre-Season
Heat Acclimatization Policy shall be provided to each coach, as appropriate, and
reviewed with all coaches by the Principal or designee which may include, but not be
limited to, the Athletic Trainer or staff member supervising athletics as designated by the
Superintendent prior to the first practice session of the season for cach team. The
Superintendent shall designate the staff member responsible to ensure compliance with
this Policy and NJSIAA’s current Heat Participation Policy and Pre-Season Heat
Acclimatization Policy.

This Policy and the requirements outlined in this Policy shall apply to all student-athletes
in grades nine through twelve participating in Statewide high school interscholastic
athletic programs.

N.J.S.A.18A:11-3.10
New Jersey State Interscholastic Athletic Association Heat Participation
Policy and Pre-Season Heat Acclimatization Policy

Adopted: March 18, 2019
Revised:
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2622 - STUDENT ASSESSMENT

The Commissioner of Education, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:7C-1 et seq. and
18A:7E-2 and 3, may implement assessments of student achievement in any grade(s) and
by such assessments as he or she deems appropriate. The Commissioner shall report to
the State Board of Education the results of such assessments.

The Commissioner shall implement a system and related schedule of Statewide
assessments to evaluate student achievement of the New Jersey Student Learning
Standards (NJSLS). The Commissioner, with the approval of the State Board of
Education, shall define the scope and level of student performance on Statewide
assessments that demonstrate thorough understanding of the knowledge and skills
delineated by the NJSLS at grade levels three through twelve. After consultation with the
Commissioner, the State Board of Education shall establish by resolution uniform
Statewide criteria defining adequate school disirict progress toward meeting the NJSLS.

State assessments provide parents with important information about their child’s
progress; detailed diagnostic information about each individual student’s performance
that educators, parents, and students can utilize to enhance foundational knowledge and
student achievement; and include item analysis which will clarify a student’s level of
knowledge and understanding of a particular subject or area of a subject. The data
derived from State assessments will be utilized by teachers and administrators to pinpoint
areas of difficulty and customize instruction accordingly. Such data can be accessed and
utilized as a student progresses to successive school levels.

Pursuant to N.JLA.C. 6A:8-4.1(b) and (c), all students at grade levels three through
twelve, and at any other grade(s) designated by the Commissioner pursuant to N.J.A.C.
6A:8-4.1(a), shall take all appropriate Statewide assessments as scheduled. There is no
provision for a student to opt-out of Statewide assessments. If a student is absent on a
testing date, the student will be expected to take the missed test on another school day.
Parents and students will be informed of all scheduled testing dates, including make-up
testing dates for students who missed the initial testing date.

Statewide Assessment System
The Superintendent of Schools shall develop and annually present to the Board for its

approval an assessment program that complies with the rules of the State Board of
Education.
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The Board of Education shall, according to a schedule prescribed by the Commissioner,
administer the applicable Statewide assessments, including the following major
components: the elementary assessment component for grades three through five; the
middle school assessment component for grades six through eight; the high school end-
of-course assessments; and the alternative assessment for students with disabilities; and
provide notification to each student entering grades three through twelve of the Statewide
assessment schedule.

The Department of Education shall implement the elementary component of the
Statewide assessment of the NISLS consisting of continued administration of
mathematics and English language arts in grades three, four, and five, and of science in
grade five.

The Department of Education shall implement the middle school component of the
Statewide assessment of the NJSLS consisting of the following:  continued
administration of mathematics and English language arts in grades six, seven, and eight;
and of science in grade eight.

The Department of Education shall implement a high school assessment program
component of the NJISLS that assesses, at a minimum, English language arts,
mathematics, and science with the exception that students may receive a waiver from the
Board of Education from taking the high school end-of-course assessment in ELA 11 due
to the student’s participation in another English language/literature college placement
assessment during the same school year.

The Board shall provide appropriate accommodations or modifications to the Statewide
assessment system as specified by the Department of Education for English Language
Learners (ELLs) and students with disabilities as defined in N.J.A.C. 6A:14-1.3 or
cligible under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act as determined by the IEP or 504
Team in accordance with N.JA.C. 6A:8-4.1(d)l. The Board may administer the
Statewide assessments in mathematics to ELLs in their native language, when available,
and/or English. The Board of Education shall have the option for a first-year ELL of
substituting a Department of Education-approved language proficiency test only for the
English language arts section of the elementary or middle school component of the
Statewide assessment, when the student has entered the United States after July 1 of the
calendar year prior to the test administration.

The Board of Education shall ensure students with disabilities as defined in N.J.A.C.
6A:14-1.3 participate in Statewide assessments in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:14-4.10.
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At specific times prescribed by the Commissioner of Education, the Board of Education
shall administer the alternative assessment for students with disabilities to students with
severe disabilities who cannot participate in other assessments due to the severity of their
disabilities. The Department of Education shall implement the alternative assessment for
students with disabilities according to the schedules in N.J.A.C. 6A:8-4.1(c}1, 2, and 3.
The alternative assessment for students with disabilities measures the progress of students
who have been determined eligible for the alternative assessment for students with
disabilities by the IEP team in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:14-4.10.

The Boards of Education shall implement alternative ways for students to demonstrate
graduation proficiency in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:8-5.1(f).

Test Administration Procedures and Security Measures

The Board of Education shall be responsible for ensuring the security of all components
of the Statewide assessment system that are administered within the school district. All
Statewide assessments shall be administered in accordance with the Department of
Education’s required test administration procedures and security measures. Any breach
of such procedures or measures shall be immediately reported to the Superintendent or
designee.

Documentation of Student Achievement

The Department of Education shall provide the Superintendent with documentation of
student performance after each test administration in accordance with the provisions of
N.JLA.C. 6A:8-4.2(a). Information regarding individual student test scores shall only be
released in accordance with Federal and State law.

The Board of Education shall transmit within ten business days any official records,
including transcripts, of students who transfer to other school districts or institutions,

The Board of Education shall maintain an accurate record of each student’s performance
on Statewide assessments.

The Board of Education shall maintain for every student a ninth grade through graduation
transcript that contains the following, as available:

1. Results of all applicable State assessments, including assessments that
satisfy graduation requirements set forth in N.J.A.C. 6A:8-5.1(a)6;
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2. Results of any English language proficiency assessments according to
N.JA.C. 6A:8-5.1(h);
3. Evidence of instructional experience and performance in the NJSLS;
4. Evidence of technological literacy;
5. Evidence of career education instructional experiences and career
development activities;
6. Evidence of State-issued occupational licenses and credentials, industry-

recognized occupational credentials, and/or technical skill assessments for
students enrolled in Department of Education-approved carcer and
technical education programs pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:19-3.2; and

7. Any other information deemed appropriate by the Board of Education.
Accountability

The Superintendent shall report preliminary and final results of annual assessments to the
Board of Education within sixty days of receipt of information from the New Jersey
Department of Education pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:8-4.3(a). The Board of Education will
provide parents, students, and citizens with results of annual assessments according to
N.JA.C. 6A:8-4.2.

The Board shall provide appropriate instruction to improve skills and knowledge for
students performing below the established levels of student proficiency in any content
area either on Statewide or local assessments. All students shall be expected to
demonstrate the knowledge and skills of the NJSLS as measured by the Statewide
assessment system.

Annual Review and Evaluation of School Districts

The Department of Education shall review the performance of schools and school
districts in accordance with the provisions of N.J.A.C. 6A:8-4.4.

Public Reporting
In accordance with the requirements of N.J.A.C. 6A:8-4.5, the Department of Education

shall report annually to the State Board of Education and the public on the progress of all
students and student subgroups in meeting the NJSLS as measured by the Statewide
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assessment system by publishing and distributing the Department of Education’s annual
New Jersey School Report Card in accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:7E-2 through 5. After
each test administration, the Department of Education shall report to the Board of
Education on the performance of all students and of student subgroups. The Department
of Education shall report performance on the APA with the same frequency and in the
same detail as it reports on other Statewide assessments, including school and school
district means, and the number and percentage of participating students. In public
reporting of school and district performance data, the Department of Education shall not
compromise the confidentiality of individual students.

Parental Notification

Parents shall be informed of the district assessment system and of any special tests that
are to be administered to their children.

N.J.S.A. 18A:7C-1 et seq.; I8A:7E-1 et seq.
N.JA.C. 6A:8-4.1 et seq.; 6A:8-5.1; 6A:14-1.1 et seq.; 6A:14-3.7;
6A:14-4.10

Adopted: August 15, 2015
Revised: November 21, 2016
Revised: September 18, 2017
Revised:
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5200 ATTENDANCE (M)

In accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 18A:38-25, every parent, guardian, or other
person having control and custody of a child between the ages of six and sixteen shall
cause the child to regularly attend school. The Board of Education requires students
enrolled in the school district attend school regularly in accordance with the laws of the
State.

Notwithstanding the requirement of reporting student absences in the school register for
State and Federal reporting purposes, “excused” and “unexcused” student absences, for
the purpose of expectations and consequences regarding truancy, student conduct,
promotion, and the award of course credit is a local Board decision outlined in NJ.A.C.
6A:16-7.6 and Policy and Regulation 5200. In accordance with the provisions of
N.J.A.C. 6A:16-7.6 and for the purposes of Policy and Regulation 5200, a student’s
absence from school will either be excused or unexcused. Unexcused absences will
count toward truancy.

A parent or adult student shall provide advance notice to the school prior to the student
being absent from school. In accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:36-25.6, if a student is
determined to be absent from school without valid excuse, and if the reason for the
student’s absence is unknown to school personnel, the Principal or designee shall
immediately attempt to contact the student’s parent to notify the parent of the absence
and determine the reason for the absence.

Students that are absent from school for any reason are responsible for the completion of
assignments missed because of their absence. In accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:36-14, a
student who is absent from school for observing a religious holiday shall not be deprived
of any award, eligibility, or opportunity to compete for any award, or deprived of the
right to take an alternate test or examination that was missed because of the absence
provided there is a written excuse of such absence signed by the parent.

Prolonged or repeated absences, excused or unexcused, from school or from class,
deprive students of the educational and classroom experiences deemed essential to
learning and may result in retention at grade level or loss of credit or removal from a
course that would count toward the high school diploma in accordance with policies of
this Board.

Students shall be subjected to the school district’s response for unexcused absences that
count toward truancy during the school year as outlined in N.JLA.C. 6A:16-7.6(a)4 and
Regulation 5200.
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Unexcused absences from school or from classes within the school day may subject a
student to consequences that may include the denial of a student’s participation in co-
curricular activities and/or athletic competition. Repeated absences from school interfere
with efforts of the Board and its staff in the maintenance of good order and the continuity
of classroom instruction and such absences may result in the removal of the student from
a class or course of study.

The Superintendent shall calculate and monitor the average daily attendance rate for the
district and for each school in the district. Whenever the average daily attendance rate
does not meet the New Jersey Department of Education requirements the Superintendent
or designee shall develop a district improvement plan to improve student attendance
pursuant to N.JLA.C. 6A:30-5.2.

N.I.S.A. 18A:36-14; 18A:36-25.6; 18A:38-25
N.J.S.A.34:2-21.1 et seq.
N.JA.C. 6A:16-7.6; 6A:30-5.2; 6A:32-8.3

Adopted: August 18, 2015
Revised:
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R5200 ATTENDANCE

For the purposes of school attendance, a “day in session” shall be a day on
which the school is open and students are under the guidance and direction
of a teacher or teachers engaged in the teaching process. Days on which
school is closed for such reasons as holidays, teachers’ institutes, and
inclement weather shall not be considered as days in session.

A “school day” shall consist of not less than four hours, except that one
continuous session of two and one-half hours may be considered a full day
of Kindergarten,

“A day of attendance” shall be one in which the student is present for a
full day under the guidance and direction of a teacher while school is in
session.

a. Whenever over-crowded conditions make it necessary to hold two
separate sessions with a different group of students in each session,
a student attending for all of either session shall be regarded as
having attended for the full day. An excused absence for any
reason shall not be counted as a day of attendance in the school
register.

A “half-day class” shall be considered the equivalent of a full day’s
attendance only if in session for four hours or more, exclusive of recess
periods or lunch periods.

Attendance Recording in the School Register (N.J.A.C. 6A:32-8.1)

a. The Board of Education shall be required to carefully and
accurately track enrollment and attendance of all students in a
manual school register format or in an electronic form of the
school's choosing.

b. The Commissioner shall issue and publish on the Department's
website school register guidance for recording student attendance
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in all public schools of the State operated by district Boards of
Education, except adult high schools.

c. Student attendance shall be recorded in the school register during
school hours on each day school is in session.

d. School registers shall be kept for students attending preschool,
Kindergarten, grades one through five, grades six through eight,
grades nine through twelve, each preschool class for the disabled,
each class for the disabled, shared-time classes for regular
students, shared-time classes for students with disabilities, full-
time bilingual education programs and vocational day programs,
and summer schools operated by the Board of Education.

e. A student who has been placed on home instruction shall have his
or her attendance status recorded on the regular register for the
program in which the student is enrolled. For the period beginning
the first day the student is unable to attend school and ending the
day before the first instructional day at the student's place of
confinement, the student shall be marked absent. No absences
shall be recorded for the student while on home instruction,
providing the hours of instruction are not less than required by
N.JA.C. 6A:14-4.8 and 4.9. The number of possible days of
enrollment for a student on home instruction shall be the same as
for other students in the program in which the student is enrolled.

2. Attendance Recording for Board Policy (N.J.A.C. 6A:32-8.3)

a. A record of the attendance of all students on roll in a school
register shall be kept each day that school is in session by a teacher
or other authorized person. It shall be the duty of this person to
keep the attendance records according to these rules and the
specific instructions issued by the Commissioner of Education.

b. No student shall be recorded as present unless the school is in
session and the student so recorded is under the guidance and
direction of a teacher in the teaching process.

C. A student shall be recorded as absent in the school register when
not in attendance at a session of the school while a member of the
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school, except students excused due to religious holidays who shall
be recorded as excused.

d. A student shall be recorded as either present, absent, or excused for
religious observance, every day the school is in session after the
student enters until the date the student is transferred to another
school, transferred to an individual home instruction record, or
officially leaves the school system.

e. The Commissioner shall annually prescribe a list of religious
holidays on which it shall be mandatory to excuse students for
religious observance upon the written request signed by the parent
or person standing in loco parentis.

f. The mere presence of a student at roll call shall not be regarded as
sufficient attendance for compliance with N.J.A.C. 6A:32-8.3. Ina
school which is in session during both the forenoon and the
afternoon, a student shall be present at least one hour during both
the forenoon and the afternoon in order to be recorded as present
for the full day. In a school which is in session during either the
forenoon or the afternoon, a student shall be present at least two
hours in the session in order to be recorded as present for the full
day.

g. A student not present in school because of his/her participation in
an approved school activity, such as a field trip, meeting,
cooperative education assignment, or athletic competition will be
considered to be in attendance.

C. Unexcused Absences That Count Toward Truancy/Excused Absences for Board
Policy

1. Notwithstanding the requirement of reporting student absences in the
school register for State and Federal reporting purposes, “excused” and
“unexcused” student absences for the purpose of expectations and
consequences regarding truancy, student conduct, promotion, and the
award of course credit is a Board decision outlined in Policy 5200 and this
Regulation.
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2. N.JA.C. 6A:16-7.6(a)3 requires the Board of Education policies and
procedures contain, at a minimum, a definition of unexcused absence that
count toward truancy. “An unexcused absence that counts toward truancy”
is a student’s absence from school for a full or a portion of a day for any
reason that is not an “excused absence” as defined below.

3. “An excused absence” is a student’s absence from school for a full day or
a portion of a day for the observance of a religious holiday pursuant fo
N.J.S.A. 18A:36-14 through 16, or any absence for the reasons listed
below:

a. The student’s illness is

1. supported by a written letter from the parent upon student’s
return to school;

2. supported by notification to the school by the student’s parent;

b. The student’s required attendance in court;

c. Where appropriate, when consistent with Individualized Education
Programs, the Individuals with Disabilities Act, accommodation
plans under 29 U.S.C. §§ 794 and 705(20), and individualized
health care plans;

d. The student’s suspension from school;

e. Family illness or death

1. supported by a wriiten letter from the parent upon the
student’s return to school;

2. supported by notification to the school by the student’s
parent;

f.  Visits to post-secondary educational institutions;

g. Interviews with a prospective employer or with an admissions
officer of an institution of higher education;
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h. Examination for a driver’s license;

i. Necessary and unavoidable medical or dental appointments that
cannot be scheduled at a time other than the school day;

j.  Take Our Children to Work Day;

k. An absence considered excused by the Commissioner of Education
and/or a New Jersey Department of Education rule;

1. An absence for a reason not listed above, but deemed excused by
the Principal upon a written request by the student’s parent stating
the reason for the absence and requesting permission for the
absence to be an excused absence;

4, For cumulative unexcused absences of ten or more, a student between the
ages of six and sixteen is truant, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:38-25 as
determined by the Board’s Attendance Policy and Regulation pursuant to
N.JLA.C. 6A:16-7.6(a)4.iii. and the definition of school day pursuant to
N.JA.C. 6A:32-8.3. Any absence not listed in C.3. above shall be an
unexcused absence counted toward truancy.

5. “Unexcused tardiness” may constitute an unexcused absence that counts
toward truancy in accordance with Policy 5240.

D. Notice to School of a Student’s Absence

1. The parent or adult student shall notify the school office before the school
day when the student will not be in school.

2. The parent of the student or an adult student who will attend the morning
session, but will not attend the afternoon session shall provide notice to
the school office before the start of the afternoon session.

3. The parent of a student or an adult student shall notify the school office of a
future absence if the absence is foreseeable.

4, The parent or adult student who anticipates a future absence or anticipates
that an absence will be prolonged shall notify the school office to arrange
make-up work.
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5. In accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:36-25.6, if a student is determined to be
absent from school without valid excuse, and if the reason for the
student’s absence is unknown to school personnel, the Principal or
designee shall immediately attempt to contact the student’s parent to
notify the parent of the absence and determine the reason for the absence.

E. Readmission to School After an Absence

1. A student returning from an absence of any length of time must provide a
written statement that is dated and signed by the parent or adult student
listing the reason for the absence.

2. A note explaining a student’s absence for a noncommunicable illness for a
period of more than 5 (five) school days must be accompanied by a
physician’s statement of the student’s illness with medical clearance to
return to school.

3. A student who has been absent by reason of having or being suspected of
having a communicable disease must present to the school nurse written
evidence of being free of communicable disease, in accordance with
Policy 8451.

4. The Superintendent of Schools or designee may require a student who has
been absent from school due to a suspension or other reason concerning
the student’s conduct to receive a medical examination by a physician
regarding the student’s physical and/or mental fitness to return to school.
The Superintendent or designee will notify the student’s parent of the
specific requirements of the medical examination prior to the student’s
return to school.

F. Instruction

1. Teachers shall cooperate in the preparation of home assignments for
students who anticipate an excused absence of 3-5 school days duration.
The parent or student must request such home assignments.

2. A student who anticipates an absence due to a temporary or chronic health
condition may be eligible for home instruction in accordance with Policy
2412, The parent must request home instruction.
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3. Students absent for any reason are expected to make up the work missed.
The parent or student is responsible for requesting missed assignments and
any assistance required. Teachers will provide make-up assignments as
necessary.

4, In general, students will be allowed a reasonable amount of time as
determined by the teacher to make up missed work.

5. A student who missed a test or an exam shall be offered an opportunity to
take the test, exam, or an appropriate alternate test.

G. Denial of Course Credit

1. The teacher will determine the credit to be awarded a student for make-up
work. Where class participation is a factor in the learning process, the
teacher may consider a student’s absence in determining a final grade,
except absences for the observance of a religious holiday or absence for a
student’s suspension from school will not adversely affect the student’s
grade. The teacher may record an incomplete grade for a student who has
not had a full opportunity to make up missed work.

2. A secondary student may be dropped from a course or denied course credit
when he/she has been absent from 90% or more of the class sessions,
whatever the reason for the absence, except that absences for the
observance of a religious holiday, absences for those excused in
accordance with the reporting requirements of the school register, or
absences caused by a student’s suspension will not count toward the total.

a. Exceptions to this rule may be made for students who have
demonstrated to the teacher through completion of make-up
assignments that they have mastered the proficiencies established
for the course of study.

b. A secondary student who has been dropped from a course of study
may be assigned to an alternate program.

c. A secondary student denied course credit after completing the
course will be permitted to attend a credit completion session to
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regain the denied credit, provided the student has not been absent
from the class more than 90% of the class time.

3. An elementary student may be retained at grade level, in accordance with
Policy 5410, when he/she has been absent 18 or more school days,
whatever the reason for the absence, except that absences for the
observance of a religious holiday, absences for those excused in
accordance with the reporting requirements of the school register, and
absences due to student’s suspension will not count toward the total.

a. Exceptions to this rule may be made for students who have
demonstrated through completion of home assignments and/or
home instruction that they have mastered the proficiencies
established for the assigned courses of study.

H. School District Response To Unexcused Absences During the School Year That
Count Toward Truancy

1. For up to four cumulative unexcused absences that count toward truancy,
the Principal or designee shall:

a. Make a reasonable attempt to notify the student’s parent of each
unexcused absence prior to the start of the following school day;

b. Make a reasonable attempt to determine the cause of the unexcused
absence, including through contact with the student’s parent;

c. Identify, in consultation with the student’s parents, needed action
designed to address patterns of unexcused absences, if any, and to
have the child returmn to school and maintain regular attendance;

d. Proceed in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 9:6-1 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 6A:16-10, if a potentially missing or abused child
situation is detected; and

e. Cooperate with law enforcement and other authorities and
agencies, as appropriate.

2. For between five and nine cumulative unexcused absences that count
toward truancy, the Principal or designee shall:




LACEY TOWNSHIP

REGULATION BOARD OF EDUCATION

STUDENTS
R 5200/Page 9 of 13
ATTENDANCE (M)

a. Make a reasonable attempt to notify the student’s parent of each
unexcused absence prior to the start of the following school day;

b. Make a reasonable attempt to determine the cause of the unexcused
absence, including through contact with the student’s parent;

c. Evaluate the appropriateness of action taken pursuant to N.J.A.C.
6A:16-7.6(a)4.1.(3) and H.1.c. above;

d. Develop an action plan to establish outcomes based upon the
student’s patterns of unexcused absences and to specify the
interventions for supporting the student’s return to school and
regular attendance, which may include any or all of the following:

(1) Refer or consult with the building’s Intervention and
Referral Services Team, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:16-8;

(2) Conduct testing, assessments, or evaluations of the
student’s academic, behavioral, and health needs;

3) Consider an alternate educational placement;
(4) Make a referral to or coordinate with a community-based
social and health provider agency or other community

Iresource,

(5) Refer to a court or court program pursuant to N.J.A.C.
6A:16-7.6(a)4.iv. and H.4. below;

(6) Proceed in accordance with N.J.S.A. 9:6-1 et seq. and
N.JA.C. 6A:16-10, if a potential missing or abused child
situation is detected; and

(7)  Engage the student’s family.

e. Cooperate with law enforcement and other authorities and
agencies, as appropriate.
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3 For ten or more cumulative unexcused absences that count toward truancy,
a student between the ages of six and sixteen is truant, pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 18A:38-25, and the Principal or designee shall:

a. Make a determination regarding the need for a court referral for the
truancy, per N.JLA.C. 6A:16-7.6(a)4.iv. and H.4. below;

b. Continue to consult with the parent and the involved agencies to
support the student’s return to school and regular attendance;

c. Cooperate with law enforcement and other authorities and
agencies, as appropriate; and

d. Proceed in accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:38-28 through 31,
Article 3B, Compelling Attendance at School, and other applicable
State and Federal statutes, as required.

4. A court referral may be made as follows:

a. When unexcused absences that count toward fruancy are
determined by school officials to be violations of the compulsory
education law, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:38-25, and the Board of
Education’s policies, in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:16-7.6(a),
the parent may be referred to Municipal Court.

(1) A written report of the actions the school has taken
regarding the student’s attendance shall be forwarded to the
Municeipal Court; or

b. When there is evidence of a juvenile-family crisis, pursuant to
N.J.S.A, 2A:4A-22.g, the student may be referred to Superior
Court, Chancery Division, Family Part.

(1) A written report of the actions the school has taken
regarding the student’s attendance shall be forwarded to the
Juvenile-Family Crisis Intervention Unit.

S. For a student with a disability, the attendance plan and its punitive and
remedial procedures shall be applied, where applicable, in accordance
with the student’s IEP, pursuant to 20 U.S.C. §§ 1400 et seq., the
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Individuals with Disabilities Education Act; the procedural protections set
forth in N.J.A.C. 6A:14; accommodation plan under 29 U.S.C. §§794 and
705(20); and individualized health care plan and individualized emergency
healthcare plan pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:16-2.3(b)5 xii.

6. All receiving schools pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:14-7.1(a), shall act in
accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:16-7.6(a)4.i. and H.1. above for each student
with up to four cumulative unexcused absences that count toward truancy.

a. For each student attending a receiving school with five or more
cumulative unexcused absences that count toward truancy, the
absences shall be reported to the sending school district.

(D The sending school district shall proceed in accordance
with the Board of Education’s policies and procedures
pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:16-7.6(a) and H.5. above and the
provisions of N.J.A.C. 6A:16-7.6(a)4.ii. through iv. and
H.2. through H.5. above, as appropriate.

L Discipline

1. Students may be denied participation in co-curricular activities if the
Board establishes attendance standards for participation.

2. Students may be denied participation in athletic competition if the Board
establishes attendance standards for participation.

3. No student who is absent from school for observance of a religious
holiday may be deprived of any award or of eligibility for or opportunity
to compete for any award because of the absence.

I Recording Attendance

1. Teachers must accurately record the students present, tardy, or absent each
day in each session or each class. Aftendance records must also record
students’ attendance at out-of-school curricular events such as field trips.

2. A record shall be mainiained of each excused absence and each unexcused
absence that counts toward truancy as defined in Policy and Regulation
5200.
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3. A report card will record the number of times the student was absent and
tardy in each marking period.
4. A student’s absence for observance of a religious holiday will not be

recorded as such on any transcript or application or employment form.
K. Appeal

1. Students may be subject to appropriate discipline for their school
attendance record.

2. A student who has been retained at gfade level for excessive absences may
appeal that action in accordance with Policy 5410.

3. A student who has been dropped from a course and/or denied course credit
for excessive absences may appeal that action in accordance with the
following procedures:

a. The student shall file a written appeal to the Principal or designee
within five school days of receiving notice of the action. The
appeal should state the reasons for each absence, any
documentation that may support reducing the number of absences
for the purposes of course credit, and reasons why the student
should either continue to be enrolled in the course or receive
course credit for a class the student completed.

b. The Principal or designee will respond in writing no later than
seven school days after receiving the student’s appeal.

c. If the student is not satisfied, he/she may submit a written request
to the Principal for consideration by an Attendance Review
Committee.

d. On a student’s request for consideration by an Attendance Review

Committee, the Principal shall convene an Attendance Review
Committee. The Attendance Review Committee shall meet
informally to hear the student’s appeal. The student’s parent and
teacher(s) may attend the meeting.




LACEY TOWNSHIP

REGULATION BOARD OF EDUCATION

STUDENTS
R 5200/Page 13 of 13
ATTENDANCE (M)
e. The Attendance Review Committee shall decide the appeal and
inform the student in writing within seven school days of the
meeting,
f. The student may appeal an adverse decision of the Attendance

Review Committee to the Superintendent, the Board of Education,
and the Commissioner of Education in accordance with Policy
5710, Student Grievance and N.J.S.A. 18A. An appeal to the
Attendance Review Committee shall be considered to have
exhausted the first two steps of the grievance procedure outlined in

Policy 5710.
L. Attendance Records
1. Attendance records for the school district and each school will be

maintained and attendance rates will be calculated as required by the New
Jersey Department of Education. The school district will comply with all
attendance requirements and any improvement plans as required by the
Department of Education.
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